South Slope/State House   Boston Voyages   Summer, 2019   Professor Lois Ascher     

This is a story about a building, a pasture, a park, and a cow.
The building is the Mass. State House.
The pasture is the South and West Slope of Tri-mountain, a ridge with 3 peaks; this one Mt. Vernon.
The park is the oldest in America, Boston’s Common, created when William Blackstone transferred ownership to the Mass Bay Colony under John Winthrop in 1634.
The cows were, well, the original residents of the area.
What do they all have in “common?”
SOME HISTORY
· Originally, a rural part of an agricultural town.
· And a place to labor -wash clothes, pasture cows, drill militia, hang villains (Dyer).
· A seedy part of town (yes, a town), even a red-light district.
· No residents, but rope walks and a pasture belonging to John Hancock.

THEN …
· With the war behind them and Boston taking its place among world class cities, population doubled in two decades, 1790-1810.
· It was decided to build a State House to celebrate this new stature, so Boston could attempt to take its place among world class cities.
· They turned, of course, to Bulfinch for the design.
· It was going to be beautiful and even modeled on a London palace, Somerset House.

BUT FIRST
· They had to acquire the land from Hancock.
· This is where it gets interesting …
· A very clever and very rich entrepreneur/developer, principle of Mt. Vernon Proprietors and master of insider trading, Harrison Grey Otis, learned of the coming construction-
· And saw an opportunity.
· Along with his partners, they bought 18.5 acres of the Copley pasture from its unsuspecting owner, for 1,000 an acre.
· When Copley discovered its real value, he tried to prevent the deal; but Otis had his ducks in a row and his cows in the pasture and kept the land.

THEN …
· Development began; cleverly, and for the second time, Otis had a house built for himself at 85 Mt. Vernon St.  (remember his Cambridge St. house in the West End)
· Dropping 50-60’ off the hill via a gravity RR; filling in Charles St, pushing back the bay.
· His house was gracious, fashionable, and most importantly aped the elegant homes of European nobility, all of which were positioned near grand palaces.
· Well, no palaces in Boston BUT there was the State House.

SUDDENLY
· The rich and leisured Boston gentry, who also wanted to ape European nobility and had the money to do so, wanted homes on Mt. (Whore) Vernon, which Otis was more than happy to provide.
· The first houses were palatial by Boston standards and had land surrounding them.
· The monied were able; the land was available-at a price; the State House was near; and Boston’s elite were ready to buy both the houses and a lifestyle of leisure and gentility.
THERE WAS JUST ONE PROBLEM …  Moooo
· For centuries, Boston citizens had the right to graze cattle on the Common, providing milk, especially for the poor.
· Everyone was comfortable with this situation-as long as the area remained undeveloped.
· But cows are NOT a sign of leisured gentility. Their presence suddenly became a “nuisance” and, predictably, a class battle ensued between the working class, who needed the cows for milk, and the leisured (monied), class who wanted genteel strolls on the Common. 
· For a while, it was a standoff; the cows were holding their own, repelling efforts to remove them from their pasture.
UNTIL POLITICS PREVAILED …
· And Boston was restructured from town (with town meeting), to a city (run by the few-read privileged).
· That was 1822; by 1830, under the new mayor, Otis, the cows were removed.
· First, by raising the cow tax in 1 year from 75 cents to $5.00, and restricting ownership to one cow per family.
· Then, by removing boundaries so owners would have to employ someone to watch the cows as they labored; the # of cows were cut in half.
· Finally, restrictions were placed on activities allowed on the “Common.”
· And by 1830, Boston was both cow free and freed from “grog shop behavior.”
· MOO HOO
This time, class and money won out and Beacon Hill, at least on the Common side, became a bastion of the wealthy upper class.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS STATE HOUSE 
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1. Geography:
· Beacon Hill: highest point on Shawmut Peninsula; originally known as Tri-mount or Tremont because of three peaks (Beacon; Mt. Vernon; Pemberton; see above).
· From settlement in 1630 until after the Revolutionary War, Beacon Hill remained rural having only a few country estates surrounded by pastures and orchards.
· One of these housed John Hancock, signer of the Declaration of Independence. 
· The building of the State House in 1795, on Copley’s land, transformed the area,                                                                                creating an elegant residential community. 
2. Architect: Charles Bulfinch 1763-1834 America’s first and foremost architect
· Civic leader; believed in civic duty
· Designed much of Boston including State House & 3 houses for developer H. G. Otis
3. Building’s Meaning:
· The elegance of the Statehouse as a public government building reminds us of our importance as citizens, helping to induce the “joyous work of citizenship.” Barak Obama
· Its grandeur of space, elegance of design, quality of materials, art work, helped to draw the “sifted few” to this neighborhood.
· But, like Boston’s public library, it also honors the average citizen.
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[bookmark: _Hlk11934650]STATE HOUSE SITE VISIT ESSAY Answer just one. 2 /12-3 pages 12 point double spaced. 50 points   Due: one week from visit                
First Option:   How did your experience at the State House help you understand the desire to move to this neighborhood to live close to  this building? Use specifics from our visit to illustrate your answer. 
Second Option: How does the State House send a positive message about the value of citizenhood. What aspects of its architecture, spaces, and materials produce this message? 

10 point quiz. Provide 1 specific example from the State House that demonstrates its worthiness to be a representative of a democratic society. Explain why. 
NOTE: You can only answer the essay or the quiz, not both.
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